
DESIGNED IN COLLABORATION 
with guitarist Lee Kiernan of Idles 

(whose records, T-shirts and commemorative 
plates we hoard and treasure), Gary is a 
versatile dirt box with a split personality, with 
one side providing gnarly automatic pulse-
width modulation fuzz while the other side 
offers robust op-amp overdrive based on the 
green channel of EarthQuaker’s classic Gray 
Channel dual overdrive.

Mix up the letters of “Gray” and you get 
“Gary,” which is a perfectly cromulent name 
for a schizophrenic stompbox if it’s anything 
like the Garys we know (you know who you 
are, Gary!).

The PWM fuzz and overdrive circuits are 
independent, each featuring a duo of controls 
and separate on/off footswitch so you can 
switch between or blend the effects at will.

Usability
The Gary pedal’s design is about as simple as it 
gets. On the left side representing the overdrive 
section, there’s a big knob labeled “Go” that 
adjust the gain level and a smaller “That’s It” 
knob a.k.a. master volume. Directly below 
those knobs is the OD effect’s footswitch with 
an LED.For the pulse-width modulation fuzz 
section on the right (which comes first in the 
signal chain), the big knob labeled “Yes!” dials 
in the sensitivity of the square wave fuzz’s 
modulation and the smaller “Oosh” knob 
controls the fuzz effect’s master volume.

Just like the OD section, a 
footswitch for the fuzz section 
is located directly below its 
corresponding knobs. The 
names are really meaningless, 
encouraging players to 
use their ears to make 
adjustments, which is the way 
it should be.

The large knobs are 
designed to be easy to grab 
for quickly tweaking settings 
in the heat of performance, 

while the smaller master volume knobs are 
more set and forget for the most part.

One extra cool added bonus is the side-
mounted ¼-inch jack for an optional 
expression pedal that can be used to manually 
sweep the pulse width.

Why would anyone want to combine fuzz 
and overdrive in a single box? Simple, young 
grasshopper. Generally, the more gritty 
and spitty true square wave fuzz gets as its 
transistors are pushed to oblivion, the lower 
the volume output gets.

To avoid getting lost in the background when 
performing, the fuzz effect needs some extra 
boost, and nothing fills that bill quite as well 
as overdrive. As far as Gary’s fuzz goes, it’s 
on the more extreme side of the genre, with 
glorious splatty textures that can be tweaked 
to horn-like envelopes and seemingly endless 
compressed sustain.

Pulse-width modulation is the secret sauce 
that makes this effect more dynamically touch 
responsive than the average fuzz box. The 

overdrive section can be dialed 
to clean boost to pump up the 
dBs or it can be pushed hard to 
pile on luscious dirt that turns 
into sonic meltdown mayhem 
when the fuzz is added in.

The expression pedal 
control function is plug 
and play, and the textures 
it generates are so cool that 
you’ll wonder why you were 
too lazy to bother with an 
expression pedal before.
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If your taste in fuzz leans toward the 
extreme, Gary has the personality to 
remain your lifelong best friend. Add an 
overdrive that sounds great on its own 
and can boost those fuzz effects up to the 
front and center of a mix, and Gary offers 
great two-in-one value in a compact box 
that won’t hog space on your pedalboard.

PROS
+  One of the most gloriously twisted and 

dynamically expressive fuzz effects known to 
mankind.

+  Useful overdrive circuit that sounds great on 
its own or can boost fuzz to stage domination 
levels.

+  Great value since it’s two independent effects 
in a single box.

CONS
 -  Fuzz tones may be too extreme, especially 
for people who wear Birkenstocks and drink 
chardonnay.

 -  Control names may confuse small animals 
and agitate humor-challenged individuals.

SPECS
TYPE: PWM Fuzz and dynamic natural 
overdrive pedal
CONTROLS: Go, Yes!, Oosh, That’s it, silent 
relay-based footswitch with Flexi-Switch tech
CONNECTIVITY: 2x 1/4” input/output, 
standard centre negative power input
BYPASS: True
POWER: 9V DC, 20 mA
DIMENSIONS: 121 x 64 x 57 mm
OPTIONS: None

VERDICT

EarthQuaker Devices Gary
By Chris Gill

“If your taste in fuzz 
leans toward the 

extreme, Gary has the 
personality to remain 

your lifelong best 
friend”

Lee Kiernan of IDLES’ signature pedal is a Jekyll and Mr Hyde drive/fuzz twofer inspired by EQD’s legendary Gray Channel
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